W. McI., male, aged 14 months, third child. Family history unimportant. Healthy at birth, was breast-fed and had developed normally. Is just beginning to walk and talk. Ever since birth the mother had noticed that at intervals the left eye turned inwards and that the left upper eyelid twitched. These movements she associated with feeding. It had also been noted that when the child was asleep the left eye was frequently kept open.
Examiination revealed an absolutely normal and particularly bright boy except for the peculiar movement of the left eye. 'When he was lying in his cot there appeared a slight widening of the left palpebral fissure but when he was sitting up a definite but slight ptosis of left upper eyelid was apparent. During eating, rhythmical contractions of levator palpebrae superioris of left upper eyelid were very striking. It was exceedingly difficult in such a young child to refer the movements of the eyelid to any particular muscular contraction during eating. Some observers considered that this contraction was synchronous with closure of the jaw, whereas others thought that it occurred on opening the mouth. In order to help in the decision of this matter a cinema film was taken and when this was thrown on the screen at a comparatively slow rate it became apparent that the contraction of the eyelid was synchronous with closure of the jaws. The contraction was specially marked just as the bolus was being forced into the cesophagus when the-jaw was being pushed upwards and slightly forwards (figs. 1 to 6). 
